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S* JOHN xvi. 31, 32. 


Do ye now believe” Behold the hour cometh, 
yea, 1s now come, that ye ſhall be ſcattered, 
every man to his own, and ſhall leave me” 
alone. 


HIS Day in the Kalendar of the Church 

- bears the name of Rogation-Sunday, as 

being the Head of a Seaſon ſet apart for 

more than ordinary Prayers and Supplications 

unto God. The Calamities of a Particular 

Church begun the Ulage ; but the Piety of the 

[i Univerſal thought fit. ro continue 1t, as well to 

| deprecate the like Calamities, as alſo ro im- 

plore more inſtantly the Spiritual Preſence of 

| Chriſt with his Church, at the ſame time when 

| we contemplate his bodily abſence by reaſon of 
his Aſcenſ1on. 

? Suitable to this purpoſe, there is a Goſpel (e- 

lected for the Day, in which our Saviour him- 

{clt treats of the Nature and Efficacy of Praver. 

Being now about to leave his Diſciples he re- 
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(2) 
commends Prayer to be to them (as 1t were) the 
Equivalent of Himſclf; to ſupply them with all 
the Conſolations of his own Preſence; and ſo 
to fall up their Joy, -that they ſhould want none, 
tho' he were away : As (ſays he) ard you ſhall re- 
ceive, that your Foy may be full. For he tells them, 
that tho' he was going from them, He was only 
going to the Father, and there to be their Advo- 
*cate, and to ſecure a Return to all their Petitt-- 
ons: Whatſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in my name 
he ſhall give it you. Beſides this, He tells them, 
that the. Father himſelf loved them, and that the 
Comforter ſhould come and abide with Them, 
till ſuch time as They ſhould come and abide 
with Himſelf in the Manſions of Heaven. The 
Diſciples having their Aﬀections rais'd and made 
warm by this obliging Diſcovery, immediately 
declare themſelves Believers, convinc'd, cnlight- 
ned, ſatisfied : Now we are ſure that Thou knoweſt 
all Things; Now we Believe that Thou cameft forth 
from God. To which our Saviour makes this re- 
ply in the Text, Do ye now believe ® Behold the 
hour cometh, yea is now come, that, &Cc. 

Which words may be diſtinguiſh'd into Two 
general Parts, ( viz.) The Rebuke of a Preſent 
fault. in the Diſciples, and The Warning of a Fu- 
ture. The firſt words, Do ye now believe ? 18 a 


maniteſt Rebuke ; and it may ſeem to charge = 
Fait 


$ 


Faith that the Diſciples had now profeſt with a 
Three-fold Defect, That it was Late, That it was 
Cheap, and That 1t was Miſtaken : For each of 
Theſe may be naturally infer'd from the imporc 
of the Queſtion. (ex. gr.) 

Firſt, Do ye now believe ? But why did ye not 
believe ſooner ? Have you not had ſufficient 
means of Conviction till now ? Have you not 
long ſince feen my Miracles, and heard my Do- 
Etrine? Have I not told you heretofore, that I 
came forth from the Father, and that I and the Fa- 
ther are one? wheretore your Faith 1s reproach- 
able, for that it 1s ſo Late. 

Secondly, Do ye now believe * But what does it 
colt You to do ſo 2 What temptation have you 
to the contrary ? Your Faith now only lays hold 
of my Promiſes, and 1s not at all diſcourag'd by 
any of your own Fears: For what Difficulnes are 
you brought to ? What Peri] do you run by this 
private Confeſſion of me? And therefore your 
Faith 1s not to be boaſted of, 'tis rather reproach- 
able, for that 1t 15 ſo Cheap. 

Thirdly, Do ye now believe? 1. ce. Are you ſurc 
you do believe? Do you not think too indul- 
gcntly of your ſelves? Have you examin'd your 
own'hearts, and ſecur'd the Grounds of your 
Confidence? Indecd you ſeem to your ſelves to be- 
licyc; but I (who know you better than you do 
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your ſclves) find that you do not believe as you 
ought : For a true Faith will ncver be a Deſerter ; 
but you will by and by deſert mc : And there- 
fore your Faith 1s reproachable, for that it 15 fo 
miſtaken. 

Perhaps all theſe Three Defe&ts were to be 
found in the preſent Faith of the Diſciples, ar 
leaſt in ſome meaſure : Bur I am ſure they arc 
actually and ordinarily found in the Faith of ©- 
ther Profeſſors ; and therefore Ict us make ſome 
{hort Reflections upon them. 

I. Upon the Latenels of their Faith. None 
may deny, but that the Diſciples did beheve be- 
fore; They had made the ſame Contcſlion before : 
But yet we muſt acknowledge that their Faith 
was hitherto weak and labouring and perplecx'd: 
And the Reaſon of all, was the Prejudice they 
were bred in, (viz.) That the Meſſiah was to [cr 
up a Worldly Kingdom. So that when our Sa- 


viour diſcours'd to chem concerning Perſccution. 


and the Croſs, tho' the Veneration they had for 


his awful Goodneſs, would not ſuffer them to- 


disbclieve what he ſaid; yet their rooted -belict 
of ancthecr thing inconſiſtent with this, could not 


but hold their Faith under an 1ntricate ſuſpence :- 


But now (This Evening ) our Saviour had by a 
more free and full Diſcovery weeded this Preju- 


dice out of their. Minds : He had ſausfhi'd them- 


that 


he 
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that the Meſſhah's Kingdom was Heavenly ; That 
the Redemption by Him was Moral, not from 
Suffering, but from Sin; That the World, and 
They, were of different Famuhies, different Faſhi- 
ons, diftkerent Fortunes : From which Diſcovery 
their Faith grew conliſtent, 1t no longer contra- 
dicted it (elf ; and therefore it was now proteſt, 
as. if 1t were perfectly New ; Now we Believe. 

Let us obſerve from hence, That,. No Man 
can have an approvable or ſteady Faith, till ſuch 
time as he has rendred himſelt Indifterent to the 
World. When GOD trained up Abraham, as a 
Pattern to thoſe that ſhould afterwards Bclicve, 
be began with him at this Point, He was to take 
God for his All : God was to be to him inſtead. 
of Country, and Fricnds, and all other Intereſts: 
God was to be to him both his Shield and his 
Reward; i.e. For him to have ſought for cither 
any Dehverances, or any Advantages, but ſuch 
as pertectly comported with his Relyance upon 
God, had bcen abloJute Infidelity in him : And 
the ſame it mult be in us. The ſame God offers 
himſelf to us in the Goſpel, bur rogecher with 
his Croſs ;. So that all Worldly Comtorts, cxceps 
ting that of Internal Peace, arc abſolutely contin- 
gent to our Covenant; And it we will not rc- 
ceive Him upon theſe Terms, we are alrcady 
judg'd unworthy of Him. He then is a Chri- 
{t1an. 


(6) 
Nan Believer who has ſet down and confider'd, 
what expence he can be at for Salvation: who 
has put Temporal and Eternal good things into 
different Scales, and weigh'd them apart; and 
then reſolved which to chuſe, tho' perhaps they 
were never to mcet, from the moment of his 
Choice : Who can ſay to himſelt-- © I am en- 
« 9agd to follow my Maſter, and this is the 
< only point I aimat: I will therefore be humble 
* and charitable and inoffenfive ; I will be Mo- 
< derate in my Deſires, and Temperate in my 
« Enjoyments, Honeſt in my Dealings, and 
«Faithful to my Promiſes ; I will not Strain my 
* Conſcience in hopes of Adyantage, nor be 
*wanting to Truth for fcar of Diſobliging: 
« Theſe are the only#Fts of Living, that I de- 
«ſire to be acquainted with, and if it ſhall pleaſe 
«*God to bleſs theſe to me with worldly pro- 
*ſperity, I know my felt obliged to greater 
«Thanktulneſs for my preſent Comforts; but 
« yet, if theſe fail, I will not be leſs Thankful 
« for my future aſſurances. 

This 1s a Faith founded upon a Rock: But he 
whoſe Piety varies and fluctuates according to | 
the different faces of the World; that ſwells at 
Gain, and cbbs at Loſs, and ſometimes ſinks c1- 
ther in the calm of Pleaſures, or under the prel- 
ſure of AfMiction; ſuch a one 1s ( as the Apoſtle 
CX- 
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expreſſes him) like a wave of the ſea, driven a- 
| bout and toſſed; let him not expeft to receive any 
thing from the Lord. In a word, It is worldly 
adherences that make men late Behevers ; nay, 
occaſions that multitudes who in view of a ſub- 
ſequent Faith have renounced the world from 
their Cradle, have nor yet arrived at that Faith 
( then preſumed on ) to their Graves. 

LI. The Second thing to be reflected on is the 
Cheapnels of the Diſciples Faith; and that muſt 
be eſtimated from the encouragements that they 
had juſt then received: They had juſt received 
full aſſurances of their Maſter's endearment, of 
the Love of the Father, of the Cohabitation of 
the Spirit, of the Income of their Prayers, of a 
Future eternal Reward : Ad no wonder if the 
warmth of ſuch encouragements as theſe made 
their Faith ſpring up to a promiſing blade; but 
yet. we ſee that for want of a deeper root the next 
Trial made it wither. Let us obſerve from 
hence--- Never to truſt that Religion that grows 
from an occaſional Complacency or Elevation 
of Spirits. A good Humour makes a good: 
Chriſtian very cheaply, but very deceittully : 
While we contemplate the indulgent Love. of 
Chriſt, and the precious Promules of the Goſpel ; 
the preſent however, and the future Advantages 
of being Religious, how cafe 18 1t to pals into a 
Relſo- 


(8) 
Reſolution of being ſo? While the Providence 
of God ſeems to ſnuile upon us 1n the Succeſs of 
Afﬀairs, how forward are our purpolcs to be 
Thankful: While men give us reſpect, and fAat- 
ter our Inclinations, how prone a thing is it to 
be Courtcous? While no body does us any In- 
jury or Afﬀront, how glorioully can we pro- 
nounce our ſclves in Charity with all the world ? 
But in the mean time there may be nothing of. 
a grounded Religion in all this; It may be no 
more than the Natural rcſult of the preſcnt ſtate 
of our mind; which bcing at caſe with the po- 
ſture of things without, 15 not, willing to rifle its 
own enjoyment by any diſturbing Paſſions with- 
in. This therefore 1s not to be truſted to : But 
he that will entertain any reaſonable hopes of 
his own Chriſtianity muſt find it in the experi- 
ences of Temptation ; what he can Forgive when 
Injury provokes him; what he can Sutter when 
Danger preſents it ſelf; what he can forego of 
his own to promote the Intereſts of Picty : And 
without theſe Experiences all our Profeſſions, 
tho' never ſo couragious, are but like Ephraim's 
carrying about his Arms and his Bow as the 
badges of his Valour, and yet running away in 
the day of Battle. | 
ITL The laſt Circumſtance we are to reflect 
upon, 15, the [Diſciples Miſtake of their Faith : 
It 
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It was their own hearts they pronounc'd upon, 
and yet they were deceived; and they cryed ve- 
ry unſcaſonably, ow we believe, juſt at the mo- 
ment when they were ready to confute their 
Pretence. - Let us obſerve hence--- That men are 
naturally apt to harbour too indulgent an opi- 
nion of themſelves. It muſt be acknowledged that 
we arc all too apt to do ſo; notwithſtanding 
that ( as we may learn from the preſent In- 
ſtance ) ſuch an Opinion be extremely treache- 
rous, and the readicſt way to prevent that good 
in our ſ{clves, which we too fondly preſume. A 
good Conceit of our (clyes 1s a yery comfortable 
Paſſion; 1t ſets us mightily at caſe; and fo it 
has always a ſure friend of our Nature: on the 
other ſide, it breeds Careleſneſs, and prevents 
Diligence, and hinders Proficiency, and lo it has 
always a ſure friend of the Devil : and no won- 
der then.that it ſo univerſally ſteals upon us: 
But beſides theſe Two Cauſes, many men have 
a Third, why a Redundance of their good O- 
pinion ſhould light upon themſelves, and tha is, 
Becaule they ſpend ſo little of it upon others: 
Their il] thoughts and their Cenſures ſpend them- 
{clves all outwards; and fo their good ones fall 
of courle to their own ſhare. Burt alas! how 
unreaſonable as well as unjuſt a thing it 1s for 
any to cenſure the Inwards of another, _— 
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fee that even good Men are not able to dive 
thro' the myſtery of their own. Be aſſured there- 
fore there can be but little honeſty, withour 
thinking as well as poſſible of others; and there 
can be no ſafety without thinking humbly and 
diſtruſtfully of our ſelves. Had the Diſciples but 
diſtruſted that Faith, which they ſo confidently 
pronounc'd, they had infallibly ſecur'd it; had 
they but cry'd (as once before) Lord increaſe our 
Faith, inſtead of Now we believe; they had infal- 
libly prevented the ſhame of their approaching 
fall. But as it 1s the firſt Method of God's good 
pleaſure to give Grace unto the Humble, ſo the 
next a& of his Compaſſion 1s to bring the Con- 
fident to ſhame ; That they may be made ac- 
quainted with Humbleneſs as a Neceflity, who- 
were not wiſe cnough to prefer it as a Virtue. 
-. Which brings me upon the Conſideration of 
the Remainder of my Text, Behold the*hour com- 
eth, yea is now come, that ye ſhall be ſcattered every 
man to his own, and ſhall leave me alone. In 
whith words we may. obſerve, that, as the Diſ- 
ciples Crime was the /eaving of their Maſter, 
fo the Occaſion of that Crime was their Scatter- 
ing, and the Reaſon of their Scattering was their 
7a ii, the concern that cach of them had for 
their Own : Ze ſball be ſcattered every man to his 
Own, and ſhall leave me alone. | 
To 
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To form you a proper Inſtruction from this 
Paſſage, | ſhall infer theſe Two Propoſitions from 
it: 1. That when Chriſtians divide, they leave 
cheir Maſter: And, 2. That it 1s 7# 79, our Own 
things, and not the things of Chriſt that makes 
us divide. 

1. When Chriſtians divide, they leave their 
Maſter. Where you may perceive I uſe the 
expreſſion of the Text, in a ſenſe that is one- 
ly Analogical ; For by leaving Chrift, in the 
Text, is meant the leaving his Perſon ; bur by 
leaving Chris, 1n my Propoſicion, 1s meant the 
leaving of his Intereſt: And fo the plaineſt ſenſe 
of it will be this, That when Chriſtians divide 
and enter into ſcparate Commanions, they do a 
thing that 1s injurious to Chriſt, and prejudicial 
to his Religion. -----This 15 a matter wherein the 
preſent Poſture of our affairs 1s highly concern'd; 
and therefore give me leave, tho' you know it 
already, to put you 1n' remembrance of the 
Truth of it. 

The Two great Ends of Religion and of 
Chriſt's Communion with his Church, arc the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men ;- and 
4t 1s very maniteſt, that the dividing into ſepa- 


rate Communions is extreamly prejudicial to 
cach of theſe Ends. 


Let us lee, (1) "EPs. Glory of God. 
D '\z Y2O E Wy All 
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, All the Chriſtians in the World are in the 
Scripture-ſtile call'd but one Afſembly, ( Eccleſea) 
co 10timate that tho' they are diſtant in places, yer 
they ought to be but One, 'both in Aﬀectians 
and Manner. of Worſhip. God himſelf has or- 
daincd it to be fo, and that with reſpect to his 
own Glory ; For ſo he commands himſelf to be 
honourcd, ſo to be praiſed ; as being never well: 
pleaſed with the Worſhip of his People,but when 
It proceeds from Unity of Spirit, demonſtrated 
by the Decency of a mutual reſemblance. S. Paul 
Rom:15.5. argues, that both agreement of. hearts, 
and agreement of Worſhip arc exprefly neceffary 
to the Glory of God; where he ſays, Now the God 
Fp—_ and conſolation grant you to be like-mind- 
ed one towards another, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, that 
you may with one mind and one mouth . glorifie God. 
Upon which paſſage Calvin makes this RefleCtion, 
« Non eft ergo quod jaftet quiſpiam ſe Deo gloriam das- 
© zurum ſuo more, &c. Therefore (lays: he) Let no 
« Man boaſt within himſelt that he will-glorite 
«God after his awn manner, for God hath ſuch 
< regard to the Concent of Is Service,that he will 
*not have his Glory ſer forth by the mouths of 


* thole that ſeparate and diſagree. Thus that Au-:; 


thor.-------I allow that 1t adds to the Glory of a 
Prince, when we can fay, that tho' his Subjects be 
divided into {eyeral Factions, and diſagree —_— 
them- 
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themſelves, yet they agree 1n this to honour him. 
This is true, becauſe the Honour that is given to 
men 15not affected with the Piety, but only with 
the ſincerity of the Giver: but on the contrary, 
the honour given to God takes all its valuetrom 
the pure Picty of the Giver; and therefore fo 
long as our Conſcience Iyes under the Taint. of 
ſuch an irregularity as Diviſion 15, 'tis not all 
the honour of our Lips, that can make amends 
for the diſhonour of our Hearts. 

No man doubts but that the Glory of God 1s 
concern'd in the credit of Ins Religion; and yer 
how highly 1s Religion diſcredited by the Divi- 
{10ns of choſe that profeſs it? For fince God has 
given Religion delignedly as a Cure for all dit- 
ferences amongit men, and to reduce them to a 
concent of Minds and Hearts; 1f it ſhall happen 
any where that Religion be obſerved not to 
compals this end, who can hinder but that che 
Religion it ſelf ſhall fall under the blame of it? 
witneſs thoſe.Calumnies and Reproaches that the 
Reformed* Religion 1s: at this day loaded with 
by its Adverfaries; who for this very Reaſon; 
becaule there are ſuch Diviſions among us, ſeem 
to deſpiſe our Religion as falle, as a Babel,: as a 
Bcaſt with many heads and horns all puſhing at 
one another. ' Now, tho' this Argument does in 
truth prove. no farther than-this-- That the _ 

| Retli- 


(14) 
Religion may be diſcredited by its Profeſſors 
(and I am ſure the Devil 1s alway moſt buſic 
ro bring it ſo about; ) yet in the mean time, this 
very ſcandal, That our Religion is falſe, can-ne- 
ver be wreſted out of the mouths of thoſe that 
ſcek to blaſpheme ir, uull fach wme as the com- 
poſing of our Differcnces ſhall rake away that 
occaſion that they have ſo unhappily given. 

(2) If our Diviſions have ſo 1ll an aſpect to- 
wards the Glory of God, there 1s little hopes they 
ſhould look better toward the Salvation of men : 
let us conſider then in the next place with re- 
{pc&t to thar. 

The Apoſtle tells us, Eph. 4. 15. That Chriſt is 
the Head, from whom the whole Body being fitly 
joyned and compafled together, receiveth ſupplies in 
every part, to the edifying of it ſelf in Love. And 
a man need not make uſe of more words than 
theſe, and that Idea that 1s in them, to demon- 
ſtrate how neccſlary Charity 1s to Edification, 
and Union to all the good Influences of God. I 
know it is poſſible ſome may ſatisfhie themſelves 
that they maintain Charity notwithſtanding they 
break Communion; but we find by ſad experi- 
ence that this 1s next to impoſſible to be done: 
For when mens differences are about matters of 
Religion, Paſſion ſlides 1n under that fair pretcxt, 
and lays claim to Conſcience 1t (elf; and it bc- 
Comes 
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(WE: 
comes a piece of Zeal to be Uncharitable: Nay 
we may further obſerve that when the matter 
men differ about 1s very little, their Animoſities 
are generally the higheſt; and the ſmaller the 
diitance, the wider the breach: Infomuch that 
moſt can hve more friendly with an Infidel that 
differs in the obje&t of Worſhip, than with ano- 
ther Chriſtian that diflers only in the Form. The 
reaſon whereof muſt be this, That when the O- 
pinions of others are at a great diſtance from 
our own, we look upon them as a {imple Per- 
fwaſion ; but when they come near to ours we 
arc apt to look upon them as a kind of Aﬀeront ; 
preſuming— That where the diſtance 1s ſo little, 
it 15 not ſo much the Matter of the Controver- 
fie, as the Malice of the Party that keeps up the 
Diftercnce. And this 1s a Prejudice that naturally 
inflamacs mcn to revenge,and breeds a Canker in 
Religion, that cats up the ſpirit of it. 

But ( withoutall this) ſuppoſing a man that 
breaks Communion, to maintain all other Cha- 
rity as much as poſſhble;, ſuppoſing him to bear 


malice to none, to cenſure none, to pray for, to: 
wiſh well to all; yer all this 1s ſhort of the duty 


of Brotherly Love, s.e. That- Love which one 
Chriſtian owes to.another : for Brotherly Love 1s 
not to be expreſt but by Communicating in Re- 
ligious Offices,zn breaking of Bread, and in ma_ 
4S., 
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(asthe Primitive Fellowſhip-of Chriftians is ex- 
preſt in the Holy Scripture ) which offices have 
therefore in all Ages been look'd upon as the 
neceſſary Teſts and Symbols of Chriſtian Love. 

I need not inſiſt on the multitude of other 'E- 


vils that Diviſion 1s the Mother of : What a Har- 


veſt it 15-to wily Seducers, what a Rock to- Un- 
ſtable minds, what a Snare to Itching Ears, what 
an opportunity to. Men of either wanton,or pce- 


viſh Fancies, to ſow the Tares of Confuſion; what 


a provocation to God to ſuffer, that they who 


.cannot agree with one another, ſhould be deyou- 


red one of another. What necd I ſay more of 
a thing that (we ſee) detracts from the Glory of 
God, and the honour of Is, Religion, that bars 


the influences-of his Grace, and hinders Edificati- 
.on, that is an Immorality in'1t ſelf, and a certain 
temptation to many others ; what need I ſay 


more of it to make our Conſciences condemn it ? 

In the mean time, I donot ſay that Communi- 
on 1s to be held upon gny Terms whatſocver : I 
do not believe every Separation to be {infu]l, no 


more than I believe every Union to be Sacred. 


Chrift may be left by thoſe that hold together. 
In that proſpect that the Hely Scriptures give us 
of the Kingdom of Antichriſt, we do not learn 
that it ſhould bea divided Kingdom bur, on the 
contrary, that it ſhould be a mighty Confederacy 
a 


(17) 
and extenſive Union to the ſetting up of an Ido- 
latrous worſhip. In which caſe the Holy Spirit 
cryes, Come out of her my people, that ye be not par- 
takers of her ſins. Whenſoever therefore the Terms 
of Communion come to be ſinful, as they muſt 
be where Faith 1s innovated, Inventions obtru- 
ded, Corruptions paſt into a Law, and Commu- 
nion charged with ſuch obligations as are not de- 
ducible from the Rule of Chriſt, bur bear a noto- 
r10us inconliſtence with it ; There it becomes a 
Duty to Divide; and they are the Separartiſts 
that force to Separate, not They who deplore 
the neceſlity of lo doing. 

'Tis our own Caſe to ſtand ſeparated from the 

Church of Rome; but we call Heaven to witnels 
* that 1t 15 not from any ſpirit of Diviſion 1n us: 
let butthe Holy Scripture be the Rule, and pri- 
mitive Antiquity the Judge, and we are ready to 
abide by the Award, and unite in the iſſue of ſuch 
a Determination. And as they that will agree up- 
on any other Terms, muſt reſolve to ſacrifice 
Religion to a League, whereas on the other (ide, 
They that will not agree upon ſuch Terms as 
thele, ſeem reſolved to ſacrifice Chriſtianity to 
Faction. 

2. So I paſsto my Second Propoſition, which 
1s this--That it is our Own Things, and not the 
Things of Chriſt, which makes us diyide. _ 
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It has always been, and always will be a pre- 
tence among Chriſtians, fo long as they divide, 
chat Religion engages them to do fo: But Reli- 
210N all the while mourns under,and remonſrares 
againſt the ſlander. Religion implores men to be 
both more Charitable towards one another, and 
rowards Her: For it 1s not only a ſin to divide, 
bur 1t 1s a greater fin to entitle Religion ro the 
guilt of our Dividing. The Things of Chrift and 
of Religion are Theſe as the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. 
5. Love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs, temperance : Did cver theſe Graces 
engage men to divide? the Charge of Religion - 
1s this, as the ſame Apoſtle, If rthere-.he any Conſo- 
lation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellow- 
ſhip of the pony any bowels and mercies fulfil ye my 
Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, be- 
ing of one accord and of one mind. Did ever ſuch a 
Pathetical Adjuration as This engage men to di- 
vide? If therefore the practice of men be found 
to run oppoſite to theſe fundamental Graces,and. 
moſt Sacred Obligations of Chriſtianity, 'tis no. 
raſhnefs to conclude, That they are moved. by 
fome other Springs than thoſe of a well-wezghed: 
Religion. | 

Of thoſe that feparate from our Communion; 
fome pretend Conſcience, as if our Communion; 
were unlawful ; and ſome pretend Edification, as. 


if 
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if our Commumion tho' it were lawful yet it edi- 
fied not. Let us now fairly examine theſe Two 
Pretences, and ſee whether they are bottom'd up- 
on the Things of Chriſt or our Own. 

1. Asto them that plead Conſcience for cheir 
ſeparating from us,give me leaye to premiſe, That 
it 1s not ſufficientfor any man's Repole to ſay that 
heis ated by his Conſcience in what he does: 
For we ought to conſider, that ſince Conſcience is 
noother than our preſent Perſwafton, our Con- 
ſcience muſt needs lye at the mercy of every 
thing that has power to perſwade us; and hence 
-1t oftentimes comes to pals that while Conſcience 
acts us, 1t ſelf is a&ted by Paſſions and weakneſles, 
and what then muſt become of the Regularity of 
what we do? I know every man deteſts the Charge 
of being ſway'd in matters of Religion, cither by 
Intereſt or Peeviſhneſs,or Pride or Appetites or A- 
verſions, or any thing that 1s either avowedly c- 
vi] or ſhamefully weak ; and therefore I ſhall nor 
charge any man with being ſo ſwayed: Bur yet I 
ſhall obſerve for the Caution of-us all, that all 
cheſe things find a way to pals into our Conſci- 
ences, and there to act as ſecurely as it were be- 
hind the Curtain; even at that time when we 
ſhould be ready todeteſt them in their own naked 
appearance. And for the truth of this I ſhall ap- 
pcal to ſome undeniable experience. 

D 2 We 
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We have known ſome,who out of wantonneſs 
of Wir, and affectation of ſingularity, have made 
a perfe&t new Modcl of Chriſtian Religion ; have 
made a God without Eternity, and a Saviour 
without Satisfa&tion, and a Hell withour For- 
ments ; have firſt admur'd this their Scheme,and 
then believ'd it; and ſo become Maſters of a nu- 
merous SeEt: And thus Vanity has paſt intoCon- 
ſcience. We have known others of a moroſer 
Complexion, who falling as it were into diſlike 
with that ſweetneſs that Chriſtianity obliges to, 
and thoſe Sacraments that are the Ties of Union, 
and that Goſpel that ſo inſtantly preſſes it, have 
come to believe that the very Goſpel-Inſtitutions 
are but Type and ſhadow; That every Man has 
a furer word of Prophecy within himſelf ; And 
that God muſt be ferv'd without all Poſitive Or- 
dinances: And theſc have fprang into a numerous 
Set: And thus Complexion has paſt into Con- 
ſcience. Others we know whoſe Covetouſneſs has 
firſt inclined them to teach,and then the fucceſs 
. of their Dodrine has inclined them to believe, 
that the Merits of Humane Piety may be tranſ- 
fer'd from Perſon to Perfon,and that the fruits of 
Repentance may be purchaſed: at a price : And 
thus Avarice has palt into Conſctence. Others we 
know, who having let their Minds grow groſs 
and carnal.and then finding themſelves cither = 
much 
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much aw'd,or roo much at a loſs in their Devo- 
tions to a Pure and Inviſible Bcing, have intro- 
duc'd ſenſible Objects of Worſhip, and humane 
Mediators, to whom they might addreſs both 
with more boldneſs, and more carelcſneſs : And 
thus Carnality has paſt into Conſcience. Others 
we know, who being of a temper more Zealous 
and ficrce, have pertwaded themſelves that all is 
Sacred,that they do for the advancement of their 
own Opinions; and fo have allow'd and practis'd 
Perſccutions, Murders, Outrages ; and thought 
that in theſe they have done God good ſervice: 
And thus Cruelty has paſt into Conſcience. We 
have known others, who being unecaſic in their 
Worldly circumſtances, and then refle&ting on 
that myſterious intimation that Chr; ſhould ſome- 
time reign alone upon the Earth,have belicy'd(as 
they were willing) that the time was now accom- 

Iiſh'd ; and thereupon have cry'd down all world- 
ly Government as Antichriſtian, and hop'd to ſer 
up Chriſt and themſelves together: And thus Diſ- 
content has paſt into Conſcience. We know o0- 
thers, who being bred up under Maſters, better 
$kill'd in Afftirming than Proving,have been taughe 
to bcheve, That the moſt commendable Faith 1s 
that which fwallows all things without. examina- 
tion, and the more Reaſon a man hears againſt 


himſelf, the more mcritorious. is his obſtinacy : 
And 
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And thus Credulity has paſt into Conſcience. O- 
thers, who_being fond of ſome Opinions, which 
they had no other foundation to build upon,have 
made them Canonical by their Dreams: And thus 
Fondnels has paſt into Conſcience. And have we 
not heard of others,who have been as it were de- 
voted to an Averlſion from their Youth ? warn'd 
to ayoaid a particular Communion at the peril of 
their Souls ? told that 1t was Antichriſtian, Po- 
piſh; Socinian, Pelagian, and made to belicye it 
monſtrous, without ever underſfanding it? And 
thus Prejudice has paſt into Conſcience. It then 
both mensAppetites and Paſſions, Follics and Pre- 
judices, Fondneſſes and Averſions, Wiſhes and 
Dreams may pals into their Conſciences,and pre- 
{cribe and govern therc,as we ſee by theſe unde- 
niable experiences they may ; I necd ſay no more 
to prove that even when Men ſeparate under that 
venerable pretext of Conſcience,they may yet ſe- 
parate for thoſe things which Chriſt will neyer 
own to be his.-—--Ler ſuch therefore bring their 
Conſcience to its proper Light : For as it 1s ne- 
ceſlary for all to be guided by their Conſcience, 
ſo it 1s as neceſſary that Conſcience it [e]t be gui- 
ded by the Word of God. Now we readily ac- 
knowledge that the Scripture does in ſome calcs 
authorize us to ſeparate : Come out of her wy peo- 
ple, ſays.the Holy Spirit ; Rev. 18. 4. Come out 
| from 
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from among them and be ye ſeparate, ſays the ſame 
Spirit, 2 Cor. 6. 17. Bur let it be conſider'd that 
in both thoſe places the Caule alledged to juſtific 
the Separation, 1s an Idolatrous Worſhip and no- 
thing leſs: Let thoſe that ſeparate from us there- 
fore inſtance, where 1s that defiling Pitch, where 
is that dangerous Contagion to be found in our 
Church ? How hath our Church faln from the 
Faith, how hath ſhe corrupted the Do&trines of 
Chriſtianity ? Till they can do ſo, their Separation 
cannot appear to have any Authority from Scri- 
pture; and therefore it muſt be a Separationof 
that kind which the Scripture cyery where con- 
demns for a fin. 

Bur here comes 1n the Second Plea,with a mien 
of greater Sobriety ; I mean the Plea of thoſe 
- who cry--< Your Communion 1s Lawful, but it 
« edifies not, and therefore ſince we have the 1i- 
«* berty of Separate Aflemblics, Religious Pru-- 
* dence obliges us to go there, where we can edi- 
« fie. My Friends, however we ſuppoſe all hu- 
mane Laws for Unity of Worſhip arc Diſpenſable. 
at Pleaſure ;. yer I hope it will never be an Opi- 
non among us, that the Laws of God requiring 
the ſame Thing are ſo Diſpenſable. I have urged 
our Union from the obligations of Scripture and 
Interences of Moral Reaſon, and I hope theſe 
arc things that would ſtand undiflolved among 
us, 
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us, tho' all haman Laws were repealed--- But let 
us come to examine the Plea it (elf. 

Men cry they edifhe not in our Communion : 
but how comes this to be poſlible ? Is it poſſible 
that a People, particularly in this City, ſhould nor 
be able to edific under their cſtabliſht Clergy, 
whoſe Pzous Labours all the World both applaud 
and profit by ? Was there ever any Church in the 
World that has furniſhe the Piety of 1ts Congre- 
gations with ſo many excellent Treatiſcs both of 
Practical and Devotional and Controverſial Di- 
vinity as this hath done? and'yer1s 1t poſſible that 
men ſhould not be able to edific under ſucha Mi- 
niſtry as this? I muſt contels itis poſſible, but the 
reaſon of the poſſibility 1s Scandalous; For it 1s 
Prejudice that hinders our Edification ; Prejudice 
that would hinder a man from improving under 
+ thelabours of an Angel. None deny but that our 

. Saviour was a moſt-Edifying Preacher ; and yet it 
15 aseyident that a great many of thoſe that heard 
him were never the betcer for all that he ſaid. They 
were ſuch who for their particular reaſons ſpread 
abour ill Characters of him ; and entertained a 
mean opinion of him ; and with this Prejudice 
they hardned themfclves againſt all- the influence 
of his Preaching. Prejudice 1s a thing whereby 
Chriſt has always ſuffer'd ; and doubtleſs he does 
ſo now ina high meaſurc among us.--- Could oi 
the 
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the wooings of God once prevail upon us to lay 
this alide; could we but once come to the Con- 
gregation prepar'd with Mecknels and Patience 
and Love; then every word would ſound both 
more Inſtructive to us and more moving : Then 
beſides all other poſſible improvements,we ſhould 
be ſure to reap this (»iz.) the morritying of an 
uncharitable Appetite, which at preſent 1s the oc- 
caſion both of publick Scandal and Calamity ; and 
I am ſure this would be a better meaſure of 
Edification, then it 1s poſſible for us to arrive ac 
in any ſeparate Aſſembly. 

But I am aware, that the greateſt Prejudice 1s 
(till behind ; 'tis that which hics againſt our Pub- 
lick Prayers. For it cannot pals the obſervation 
of any man, nor the grieving of any good man, 
to ſee how when a Congregation 1s met to wor- 
ſhip God, and are jovned in an Order of Prayers 
ſo agrecable to his Worſhip, there ſhall be ſome 
notwithſtanding, who ſeem {tudioutly concern'd 
to ſhew a dilrelpect rothe ſervice: Whichis a be- 
. haviour ſe offenſive, that tho' it may conſiſt with 
an unthinking zeal; yet'tis impoſſible chat ic can 
{it caftte upon the Conſcience of any man.that ſhall 
ORCE Come to be reflexive as well as Religious. 
Let us enter a ny into the Merits of the Caule. 

Whar man canTay,burt that in the whole courle 
-of our Prayers, the Conceptions are both awtul 
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and pious, and the expreſſions both proper and: 


affectionate? What man can ſay: but that the 
Praiſes there are ſuitable to the Majeſty of God, 
and the Confeſſions proper for the humiliation of 
Sinners, and the Interceſhons expreſſive of all the 
duticsof Charity, and the Supplications extended 
to all the ordinary exigencies of Mankind? I 
know no ſober man can ſay to the contrary.Bur 


then here lies the offence, they are common and. 
known beforchand, and preſcrib'd, and always. 
the ſame; and this 1s nauſcating ; and this cauſcs: 


| that they do not cdihe. I confeſs I cannot think of 


any Argument to keep this Plea in countenance, 


but one, and that 1s this, (2iz.) That it is ordina- 
rily in the power of ſudden and arbitrary Prayer. 
to- beget attention more than that which we were 


acquainted with before: But let me likewiſe ob-. 


ſerve that Piety has no ſhare 1n the producing that 
Attention: for attention to any thing thatis New 


to us,1s the neceſſary product of fimple Curioſity :. 


And this is the Reaſon that chains our Ears to an 
extemporary Speaker; our Imaginations are held 
buſic 1n apprehending his Mattcr,in weighing-his 
Words,- in eſtimating his Talent, and in watch- 
ing after ſomewhat that may poſſibly be pecular 
and ſurprizing: Whereas wh this 1s done, and 
the Prayer ended, our very dithke of having the 
ſame Form again, 1s a plain proof that' our 
Curio- 
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Curioſity affects us more than our Devotion: For 
if the Form we have heard were 1n it ſelf good 
and properly cxpreſlive of all our concerns with 
God, a ſincere: Piety would never nauſcate the 
eternal repetition of ir. -Methinks 1t were but juſt 
that, when men come to worſhip God,they ſhould 
rather conſider. what pleaſes God, than what 
pleaſes themſelves: Now can any one ſay that 
Gods not pleaſed with a ſet Form of Prayer ? How 
comes 1t then to pals that whereas the Holy Scri- 
pture makes mention twice of the Devotion uſed 
by the Church Truimphant in Heaven, we arc 
taughtin both places thatit conſiſts ina ſet Form, 


'(Conſulc Ia.6.together with Rev.g. and you ſhall 


find 1t ſo.) Now I hope none dare charge thoſe 
Blefled Spirits (as they may when they = the 
Miniſters of our Church) that they uſe a ſet Form 
cither becauſe of Poverty of Invention or Lazineſs 
of affection: No, They ule it in Teſtimony thar 
what 1s always good and proper,ought always to 
pleaſe; and that it is only the untutor'd infirmities 
of our own Imaginations that makes us hunt at- 
ter Change. But beſidethis; we know well enough 
that the power and energy of Prayer cannot con- 
fait 1n any variety of words, but only in ſuiting our 
aficctions to the words that we uſe : Now when 
we know before-hand the words that are to be 
uled,,or may hayc them before our eyes ; our 
E 2 Soul 
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Soul 1s at perfc& lature to fuit and raiſe and 
change her Aﬀections, according to the impor- 
tance of every Word : Whereas while the Soul 
1s held in ſuſpence about the meaning of a Sen- 
rence, til] ſuch time as 1t be finiſhed (as 1t muſt 
neceſſarily happen in extemporary Prayer) ſhe 1s 
in a great meaſure depriv'd of this advantageous 
Iaifure; and tho' the Imagination be ſtill kept 
buſie, yer the affections can never follow, but by 
ſtarts and with diſorder. - And yet more than 
this----Whercas it 1s apparent,that Curioſity does 
beger attention in Prayer, as well as Picty, and 
yet the Jatcer only can be acceptable to God ; a 
Man cannot have the advantage, but only from” 
a ſer Form, to diſcern whether his attention. be 
truly pious or no*; becauſe he can then oncly. 
judge how far Picty does move him, when it 
moves him alone, and Curiofity 1s difingag'd. 

If therefore it be our Prejudice that hinders our: 
Edification, as it certainly appears it does 1n this 
inſtance of Publick Prayer ; which an humble 
preparation of heart may make a better. ule of: 
co all the ends of Piety,. than it poſſibly can of: 
any extemporary Form ; I hope we cannot ſay 
our Prejudice is a thing of Chriſt's; and there-. 
fore it is our Own things, that in this inſtance 
likewiſe occaſions us to divide. | 

And now You our Brethren who have faln _ 

' wit 


/ 
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with us by the way,Conlider(I beſeech you)how 
we” ſhall anſwer 1t at our Journeys end. Our 
Quarrel 1s, that we will not walk by the ſame Rule ; 
and yer we are commanded to walk by the ſame 
Rule. Our Defence 1s, that we 1magine another 
Rule to be better ; but ſill what we contend for 
is onely an Imagination, and what we contemn 
is a Command : Nay, were we certain that the 
Rule we propoſe 1s better ;_ yet we are as certain, 
that Love 1s better than that. How triumphant- 
ly has it ſounded of late from one {ide of. the 
Nation to the other, That God 1s the only So- 
vereign of Conſcience ? Alas, that he were fo! 
But he 1s not: Were God. once the Sovereign of 
our Conſciences. in Deed, as we all a 
he 1s in Right; Farewel Separation : Our Mind 
and Way would.then be but one; as-our God 1s 
but one, and-he Tot the. Author of. Confuſion, but 
of Peace. Could we but once deſcend from our 
high pretences of Religion, to the Humility that 
onely makes. men Religious ; Could we but.once 
prefer Chriltianuy it {clt before the ſeveral Facti- 


. ons that bear 1ts- name, our Difterences- would 


ſink of. themſclves ; and it. would appear to us, 
that there 1s more Religion in not contending, 

than there 1s in the matters we contend abour. 
And you our Brethren, the Paſtors of thoſe 
that ſeparate, ( for I am willing to caſt _ a 
X cW 
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few words .in the air, tho'-there be none here 
concern'd to regard them.) I ſay you our Bre- 
thren, the Paſtors of thoſe that ſeparate! What 
ſhall we do to conciliate or oblige you? Would 
you have us come off from the eſtabliſhment to 
meet you? but that 1s not in our power: Do you 
-think That Eſtabliſhment fo extremely blame- 
able? But why will you always be Judges where 
you are Parties? we defire not to be ſo: Let all 
former Ages, and all che wiſe Men of the Indit- 
ferent World at this day be Judges betwixt us: 
In the mean time,why do you not gouchlafc us 
your correſpondence? Why do vou not ſeek the 
fruits of Peace in the methods of Peace? Come 
and ſee whether we are thoſe ſupercilious, thoſe 
-untractable, thoſe ſelfiſh Men : See whether you 
ſhould not be welcome to our Friendſhips, if 
they were. thought worthy : See whether you 
ſhould not be welcome to our Fortunes, it they 
were thought needful. Cannot the Conſolation 
of Chriſt, and the Comfort of Love, and the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Spirit, and bowels and mercies avail any 
thing to cement us ? Mult our own particulari- 
ties continue to diyide us, though the things of 
Chrift conjure us to unite? Will you have no re- 
gard to the Requeſts of our Church, though all 
the Cords of Prudence, as well as Love, draw 
you-ON to her Communion ? It it muſt be thus; 
; in 


(31 Þ 
In my poor Judgment, It 1s a moſt unreaſonable 
enmity, that the Church of England labours un- 
der; and I pray God it may be duly repented 
of, before 1t be brought to a ſeverer Barr. 
Finally, My Brethren, You, whom the Grace 
of God has ſetled in a juſt affe&tion to our eſta- 
bliſh'd Church ; Reyerence your Church above 
all other Churches ; but Chriſt himſelt above 
every Church. Hold faſt your Profeſſion without 
wavering; For yet a little while, and he that ſhall 
come will come, and his Reward is with Him ; Pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem : Let .your Moderation be 


known unto all men : Be not overcome of evil, but 


overcome evil' with- good. And the God who hath 
loved 'us, and given us good. hopes thro” his Grace, 
comfort your hearts, and” ſtabliſh you in every good 
Word and Work, To whom be Glory, &c.. 


